












































































































































































































































































































































































































	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

CLIFFORD	NORMAN	"CLIFF"	MATTHEWS	



	



 

 

 
Clifford Norman "Cliff" Matthews (1921 - 2016) 
 
NORTHAMPTON - Clifford Norman Matthews was born Dec. 20, 
1921, in Hong Kong, and passed away peacefully May 22, 2016, 
in Northampton. His early college education at Hong Kong 
University was interrupted when he was taken to Japan as a 
prisoner of war in 1941. After World War II, he moved to London, 
where he met his future wife, Ibi, and completed his degree in 
chemistry at Birkbeck College, University of London. Cliff and Ibi 
married in 1947 and immigrated to the U.S. in 1950, living first in 
Connecticut, where he completed his doctorate in chemistry at 
Yale. They subsequently lived in Ohio, Boston, St. Louis, 
Chicago, and Northampton, making good friends in each location. 
After Ibi's death in 2013, Cliff moved to Rockridge Retirement 
Community. 

Cliff had many passionate interests from an early age. His 
professional focus on science did not prevent him from engaging 
deeply with music, literature, visual art and philosophy. These 
interests sustained him when he was a prisoner of war. His 
scientific research was pioneering and grand in scope, encompassing bold theories of 
cosmochemistry and the origin of life. He published scientific papers in journals such as Nature, 
Science, Journal of the American Chemical Society, Journal of Organic Chemistry, Origins of 
Life, among others. 

After working as a researcher in industry for many years, Matthews became Professor of 
Chemistry at the University of Illinois at Chicago in 1969, teaching there until his retirement in 
1992. He won multiple awards for his creative teaching of science to non-scientists, 
incorporating the arts fully into his courses and using evolution as the organizing theme.  

Matthews saw parallels in the human pursuits of science, religion, and the arts. He was 
active in IRAS in the early 2000’s. He co-edited three books exploring these ideas, titled When 
Worlds Converge: What Science and Religion Tell Us about the Story of the Universe and Our 
Place in It with Mary Evelyn Tucker and Philip Hefner; Cosmic Beginnings and Human Ends 
with Roy Abraham Varghese; and Environmental Evolution: Effects of the Origin and Evolution 
of Life on Planet Earth with Lynn Margulis and Aaron Hazelton. 

He also edited a history of Hong Kong University during the war years entitled Dispersal 
and Renewal and, in 2010, wrote a memoir with Michael Silverstone, entitled "Star Ferry to 
Stardust: A Life on Three Continents". 

Until he lost his eyesight in 2007, Cliff was a voracious reader and book lover. He was 
especially passionate about music; his favorite composers included Jean Sibelius, Hector 
Berlioz, Richard Strauss and Edward Elgar. He played the harmonica and often burst into song. 

Known for his great enthusiasm and generosity, Cliff maintained a remarkably positive 
outlook in the face of all difficulty. "Only connect!" he exhorted, quoting E.M. Forster. He thought 
of humans as being made of "recycled stardust"; the world will be a lesser place as he now 
returns to stardust. 

Matthews leaves two children, Sandra and Christopher; four grandchildren, Matthew 
Goldfield, Rina Goldfield, Zachary Matthewstearn and Quinn Matthewstearn; a sister Jacqueline 
Matthews; and a niece Anne Jenkins and her family. 

Matthews' papers will be preserved in the University of Illinois at Chicago Archive. 



LYMAN PAGE



Lyman Page 
 

 
 
Dr. Lyman Page, 84, of Kennebunkport, a retired Pediatric Endocrinologist, in Maine, 
July 3, 2016. Dr. Page was born in Hartford, CT, a son of Isabelle Murtland and Charles 
Whitney Page. attended Loomis School in Windsor, CT, is a 1953 Graduate of Yale 
University, earned a Doctor of Medicine from The Columbia School of Physicians and 
Surgeons in 1957; and did his internship at Stanford University. He served with Public 
Health Service in Washington, DC, performed medical research at Dartmouth College 
and Stanford University.  
 
From 1970 to 1985, he practiced pediatrics In Maine He was the first Board Certified 
Pediatric Endocrinologist in the State and served at Maine Medical Center. Seeking new 
challenges in medicine, he moved to Waterbury, CT where he was the Chief of Pediatrics 
in two hospitals. As a Professor of Pediatrics at Yale University, he helped train future 
pediatricians from around the world and led a Yale program in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia at 
the King Faisal Hospital.  
 
He returned to practicing pediatrics in Providence, RI with Dr. Jay Orson and joined the 
faculty at Brown University's medical school. While in Providence he also joined Rev. 
Daehler Hayes to serve as pediatrician for the Mission Evangelique Babtiste, Bethesda in 
Haiti. He retired to Kennebunkport in 2002.  
 
Survivors include his wife Gillet Thomas Page of Kennebunkport; his sons Lyman Page, 
Jr. of Princeton, NJ and New York, NY, Andrew Murtland Page of Berkeley, CA his 
daughter Gwen Meredith Page of Kennebunk, ME; and 5 grandchildren. Visitation 4 - 6 
PM Friday, July 15, 2016 at Bibber Memorial Chapel, 67 Summer Street, Kennebunk. 
Memorial service 11 AM Saturday, July 16, 2016 at the South Congregational Church, 
Kennebunkport, ME.  
 
Should friends choose, memorial donations to the following causes would be appreciated: 
Loomis Chaffee School, 4 Batchelder Road, Windsor, CT 06095; Sweetser Children 
Home, 50 Moody Street, Saco, ME 04072; Hospice of Southern Maine, US Route One, 
#1, Scarborough, ME 04074; and The Mission Evangelique Babtiste Bethesda/UCC, 600 
Fall River Avenue, Seekonk, RI 02771 To share a memory or leave a message of 
condolence, please visit Lyman's Book of Memories Page at bibberfuneral.com. 
Arrangements are in care of Bibber Memorial Chapel, 67 Summer Street, Kennebunk, 
ME 04043. 



	
	
This	photo	hangs	in	the	home	of	Lyman	and	Gill	page.		It	was	taken	by	a	friend	Liam	Crotty	who	
did	many	photographs	based	on	the	work	of	Norman	Rockwell.	
	
	



	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 July	7,	2016	
Dear	IRAS	Members,	
	 This	note	is	to	let	you	know	of	the	death	last	Sunday,	July	3,	2016,	of	long-time	IRAS	
member	Lyman	Page.		The	news	is	not	unexpected,	but	still	very	sad	for	those	who	knew	him,	
were	touched	by	his	warm	and	wise	presence,	or	knew	of	the	many	contributions	he	made	in	
his	medical	work	and	to	IRAS.			
	 Lyman	died	at	the	age	of	84	in	Kennebunkport,	ME,	after	difficult	cancer	treatments,	
which	had	weakened	him	significantly.		 	
	 Last	summer	Lyman	received	an	IRAS	Service	Award,	but	was	unable	to	come	to	the	Star	
Island	conference	due	to	his	health	challenges.	However,	the	Council	held	a	catered	lunch	in	his	
honor,	and	presented	him	with	the	Award	on	the	Friday	before	the	conference,	during	our	
business	meetings	in	Portsmouth.	As	Lyman	and	his	family	members	gathered,	the	following	
commendation	was	read	to	him	and	all	assembled:	
	 Lyman	has	been	a	mainstay	of	IRAS	leadership	for	a	generation,	and	his	constant	wise	
counsel	has	been	one	of	the	ways	IRAS	has	stayed	the	institute	and	the	community	that	it	is.	
Most	recently	on	Council	from	2005-2008,	and	Secretary	2008-2012,	he	also	has	served	
yeoman’s	duty	as	co-chair	of	the	Archives	Committee	for	many	years.	
	 Lyman	is	one	of	the	people	who	has	made	IRAS	what	it	is,	part	of	the	glue	that	has	held	
our	community	together	for	a	generation,	and	for	that	he	deserves	an	award	for	his	service	to	
our	Institute.	
	 Lyman	also	served	as	Parliamentarian	on	the	IRAS	Council,	including	during	the	first	two	
years	I	was	President,	for	which	I	was	very	grateful.	I	have	fond	memories	of	his	practical	
support,	reassuring	sense	of	humor,	and	hearing	some	of	the	fascinating	stories	of	his	work	in	
the	medical	world.		
	 For	most	of	his	career	Lyman	worked	as	a	practicing	and	research	Pediatric	
Endocrinologist	in	various	locations	in	the	US,	but	also	in	Saudi	Arabia	and	Haiti;	and	he	served	
on	the	faculty	of	both	Yale	and	Brown	Universities.	
	 I	have	attached	Lyman's	obituary	as	it	appeared	in	the	Hartford	(where	he	was	born)	
Courant	today,	for	any	who	would	like	to	read	more	about	his	life,	his	surviving	family	
members,	how	to	make	memorial	donations	or	send	messages	of	condolence,	and	the	date	and	
location	of	his	memorial	service	in	Kennebunkport.		
	 For	many	years,	and	especially	recently,	Marj	Davis	and	Karl	Peters	have	been	among	
the	IRAS	members	who	have	kept	in	close	touch	with	Lyman	and	his	wife	Gill,	and	they	alerted	
me	about	his	passing,	saying	that	Gill	welcomes	this	news	being	sent	to	IRAS	members	and	
friends.			
	 As	is	our	custom,	Lyman's	life	also	will	be	remembered	and	celebrated	next	summer	on	
Star	Island	during	the	IRAS	conference	week's	Memorial	Service.	

With	gratitude	for	the	blessings	bestowed	upon	the	community	of	IRAS	by	Lyman,	and	
so	many	others,		
Barbara	
Rev.	Dr.	Barbara	Whittaker-Johns	
President,	IRAS	
	



Responses	from	IRAS	Members	and	Friends,	on	the	Death	of	Lyman	Page	
	
July	10,	2016	
	
Introduction	from	Barbara	Whittaker-Johns,	IRAS	President:	
	 Lyman	died	on	July	3,	2016.		On	July	7,	2016,	I	sent	to	the	Google	Group	of	current	IRAS	
members	an	email	about	Lyman’s	passing,	including	my	own	reflection	about	him	and	the	
words	of	commendation	from	his	IRAS	Service	Award	the	summer	of	2015;	and	I	attached	his	
obituary	from	the	Hartford	Courant.	
	 IRAS	member	Bill	Shoemaker,	on	the	same	date,	having	read	the	obituary	in	the	paper,	
sent	an	email	about	Lyman’s	passing	to	a	large	group	of	IRAS	leaders	and	to	the	list	serve,	
IRASnet.		
	 I	have	compiled	the	responses,	or	excerpts	from	the	responses,	offered	by	IRAS	
members	and	friends	who	received	the	news	of	his	death	in	one	of	the	above	ways.	A	few	are	
duplicated	on	the	Bibber	Funeral	Home	page	for	messages	of	condolence.	
											I	am	sending	this	compilation	to	Gill	Page,	Lyman’s	wife,	on	July	10	so	that	she	will	receive	
it	well	in	advance	of	Lyman’s	Memorial	Service	on	July	16.		I	also	am	sending	her	my	note	to	
IRAS	members	and	Bill	Shoemaker’s	message	to	many	in	the	IRAS	Leadership.	Responses	which	
come	to	my	attention	after	July	10,	I’ll	send	to	her	separately	at	a	later	date,	and	all	responses	
will	be	sent	to	Marj	Davis,	IRAS	Historian,	for	the	IRAS	Memorial	Book.		
	
To	All,	
It	is	sad	news	that	the	obituary	of	Lyman	Page	was	in	the	Hartford	Courant	today.		He	was	born	
in	Hartford,	went	to	prep	school	here	and	graduated	from	Yale	in	1953.		That	is	why	they	
printed	his	obituary	here,	even	though	he	has	been	residing	in	Kennebunkport.		He	passed	on	
July	3rd	in	Maine	at	84	years	of	age.	
In	Peace,	
Bill	Shoemaker	
	
Responses	as	of	July	10,	2016	
	
Ted	Laurenson:	
	 Lyman	was	a	treasure:	brilliant,	funny,	tough	and	tender	minded	at	the	same	time,	and	a	
consummate	gentleman.		I,	and	I	think	everyone	who	knew	him,	will	miss	him	very	deeply.	
	
Jane	Penfield:	
	 I	am	so	deeply	sorry	and	sad	to	hear	this	news.	Lyman	was	such	a	wonderful,	warm,	kind	
and	affable	man.	His	wisdom	and	wit	will	remain	embedded	forever	in	the	essence	of	IRAS.	
	
Chris	Corbally:	
	 Thanks	for	sharing	this	with	all	of	us	who	knew	and	loved	Lyman.	He	was	a	great	gift	to	
IRAS,	as	the	commendation	on	his	award	declared.	Besides	all	his	wonderful	work	for	Council,	I	
remember	how	he	lent	me	a	Chautauqua	cap	for	an	act	at	the	"Variety	Show"	there,	and	after	
said	"Do	keep	it."	I	did	-	and	it	always	reminds	me	of	him!	



Jennifer	Whitten:	
	 Oh...this	is	sad	news.	I	had	hoped	to	see	him	once	more.	I'm	so	glad	we	honored	him	at	
our	Council	meeting,	and	all	sang	together	with	him.	I	miss	his	poetry,	good	sense,	and	good	
humor.	He	was	fond	of	poetry,	and	liked	to	put	his	poems	in	the	Beacon.	We	enjoyed	"arguing"	
over	their	nuances	and	techniques.	We	had	many	in	depth	conversations,	and	through	these,	I	
came	to	see	him	as	the	quintessential	IRASian,	a	"church	person"	rather	than	a	"minister	
person,"	if	you	know	what	I	mean	(staying	on	and	weathering	changes	in	leadership,	location,	
and	ideology).	I	especially	remember	one	conversation	about	polio	and	his	thoughts	about	it,	
since	my	grandmother	also	had	it	and	Lyman	had	some	interesting	ideas	based	on	his	own	
experience	with	polio.	
	 I	can't	imagine	a	finer	human	being.	
	
Whitney	Bauman:	
	 So	sorry	to	hear	this.		What	a	great	person	Lyman	was.		
	
Ruben	Nelson:	
	 Oh,	Barbara,	I	am	at	a	loss	for	words.		
	 Lyman	was	a	living	exemplar	of	our	highest	aspirations.		He	cultivated	a	community	of	
informed	and	respectful	inquiry	and	dialogue	at	the	intersections	of	science	with	religion,	
spirituality	and	philosophy	in	service	of	global,	societal	and	personal	well-being.	
	
Jack	Pearce:	
	 Let	me	say	how	much	I	appreciated	the	gentle,	astute,	thoroughly	constructive,	
thoroughly	gentlemanly	persona	of	Lyman	Page.	
	
John	Teske:	
	 I	knew	Lyman	Page	as	a	member	of	the	Institute	on	Religion	in	an	Age	of	Science,	and	on	
its	Council.	Lyman	was	genuinely	a	gentleman	and	a	scholar,	and	I	remember	both	his	incisive	
mind	and	his	great	charm	and	humor.	My	favorite	memory	of	Lyman	is	watching	him	dance	the	
night	away	with	his	wife,	remembering	their	younger	years,	as	we	club-hopped	Lower	
Manhattan	after	one	of	the	midwinter	Council	meetings	some	50	years	after	his	time	in	Med	
School.	They	put	us	all	to	shame,	and	got	cheers	and	applause	into	the	bargain.	Lyman	was	a	
lesson	to	us	all	in	how	to	live!	I	will	miss	his	smile,	his	laugh,	and	his	Mainer's	immunity	to	the	
cold!	
		
Pat	Bennett:	
	 I	too	remember	that	evening	watching	him	and	Gillet	dance	the	night	away.		Also	the	
way	he	used	to	check	the	top	of	my	head	to	see	if	I	qualified	as	a	‘true’	polar	bear!!	
	 RIP	Lyman	-	you	were	a	true	gentleman.	
	
Ursula	Goodenough:	
	 Yup.	The	best	of	the	best.	I	hope	I	am	able	to	age	1/10th	as	gracefully.	
	
V.V.	Raman:	



	 Lyman	Page	was	a	gentle	and	gracious	soul.	As	Executive	Secretary,	he	was	a	constant	
support	and	encouragement	to	me	during	the	time	I	served	as	President.	He	was	enlightened	
and	cheerful,	always	friendly.	Those	of	us	who	got	to	see	and	know	him	are	fortunate	he	crossed	
our	lives.	For	that	we	are	grateful.	
I	recall	my	interactions	with	him	as	secretary	of	IRAS	in	the	following	Acrostic:	
	
Lyman	Page	was	a	friend	to	all	
Young	in	spirit,	grand	and	tall.	
Modest	when	he	talked	to	us	
And	patient	when	he	listened	to	us.	
Never	missed	a	person	in	his	greeting,	
Punctual	for	every	meeting	
Always	sticking	to	Robert’s	Rules,	
Gracious,	though,	in	using	these	tools	
Everyone	will	miss	the	sage	we	all	know	as	Lyman	Page.	
	
Jeff	Dahms:	
	
	 Lyman!	
	 Old	mate!	
	
	 I	look	away	briefly	and	you	take	to	the	exit.	
	 All	those	times	we	roomed	together	in	adventure	land.	
	
	 Mighty	instrument	mind.		
	 But	you	were	an	even	better	nose,	…...the	scent	of	the	true.	
	
	 Species	best.	
	 Unyielding	care.	
	
	 We	are	a	little	more	than	what	we	are,	for	your	time.	
	 Miss	you	old	mate.	
	
Marj	and	Karl	
	
We	are	grateful	that	we	were	able	to	visit	with	Lyman	only	10	days	before	his	death.	We	had	
visited	with	Lyman	and	Gill	several	times	when	he	was	no	longer	able	to	be	at	IRAS	conferences.		
We	remember	their	gracious	hospitality.					

As	Co-chair	of	the	IRAS	Archives	Committee	with	Marj,	he	wrote	interesting	stories	
about	the	evolution	of	IRAS.			

Besides	his	interest	in	science	and	religion,	Lyman	was	an	avid	reader	about	public	
affairs	and	would	tell	us	about	the	latest	book	he	had	read,	which	led	to	an	interesting	and	
insightful	conversation.		



Especially	this	July,	we	admired	Lyman’s	persistence,	strength	and	determination	to	
keep	going	as	he	told	us	stories	about	his	family.		

We	will	always	remember	his	walking	us	out	to	our	car	and	our	farewell	hugs.		
	
From	Gillet	Page	
	
Dear	Reverend	Barbara	Whittaker-Johns,	
		
We	as	a	family	can’t	thank	you	enough	for	your	attention	and	for	sending	the	many	
condolences	from	members	of	IRAS.	I	have	forwarded	them	to	my	family	and	will	copy	them	for	
his	many	friends	who	are	coming	this	Saturday.	It	was	marvelous	talking	with	you	and	hearing	
how	helpful	Lyman	was	as	Secretary.	He	was	devoted	to	the	organization	and	very	proud	of	the	
award	you	presented	to	him	in	Portsmouth.	It	is	in	our	kitchen.	
		
With	Warm	Regards,	
		
Gill	Page			
	
	



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Roger Gillette 



P. Roger Gillette 
 
May 12, 1917 - March 2, 2017 
 
During his undergraduate days at Cornell College Roger was 
recruited by the track coach to fill an empty slot on relay the team. 
Yet it was his quick mind and loving heart that enabled him to 
successfully complete the long relay of his nearly 100-year long life 
and faithfully carry forward ideals and values that serve the 
common good. Having an intellectual and scientific bent of mind he 
earned his Bachelor of Arts, Bachelors of Science, Masters degrees 
and then completed his Phd. in physics and engineering during the 
daunting early days of World War II. The government recognized 
that the best use of Roger's gifts would be in working with other 
physicists to insure the scientific supremacy of the allied forces, so 
he worked at MIT in the radiation lab doing research he was never 
at liberty to discuss. He went on to have a successful career as a 
physicist and systems engineer, yet the successes that counted most 
for him were the ones he found in his loving relationships, his 
personal philosophical and religious explorations and his 
philanthropic endeavors. Roger found a loving mate in Bettelaine 
(Betty) in 1947 and they were the proud parents of Kenneth Lee and 
Sandra Jo. Loving others always poses the painful risk of losing 
them, and Roger was predeceased by his wife, then his adult 
daughter and most recently his adult son. He was blessed to have 
loving familial support from his niece Caroline Ashton and his 

honorary daughters Diane Copeland Bosworth and Roxanne Copeland as well as the countless 
friends he made during his fruitful life. Although he officially retired at the age of 75, Roger 
never retired from his quest to find truth and meaning. He was always striving to build bridges 
between the worlds of science and religion (his thoughts on these subjects found their way into 
print in scholarly journals) and he frequently found opportunities to share these views amongst 
his fellow Unitarian Universalists. He was committed to life long learning and participated in 
Willamette University's Institute of Continued Learning, the Westar Institute - promoting 
religious literacy, American Academy of Religion, Institute on Religion in the Age of Science. 
He was always refining his personal theological statement of belief and was seeking new ways to 
faithfully embody his values (his reverence for all life led him to become vegetarian in his latter 
years). Then, too, Roger was extraordinarily generous to the educational, environmental, cultural 
and religious institutions that promoted his life affirming values. It has been noted that "the great 
use of a life is to spend it on something that outlasts it." Simply put, Roger's life was wisely and 
well spent, and thus, we are immeasurably enriched. 
 
A celebration of Roger's life will be held on Sunday March 19 at 3 PM at the Unitarian 
Universalist Congregation/ 5090 Center St., NE, Salem, OR. 
 
Published in Statesman Journal on Mar. 15, 2017 
 



REMEMBRANCES	
April	1,	2017	

John	Teske		
Yes,	another	marker	of	the	passing	of	an	era!	Roger	Gillette,	Mladen	Turk,	and	I	were,	
roommates	on	the	top	floor	of	the	building	right	over	the	Tennis	Courts,	the	first	IRAS	
conference	I	attended	as	a	“scholar,”	in	1994.	Late	night	discussions	with	Roger	are	some	of	my	
fondest	memories,	that	and	the	double	rainbow	I	saw	upon	first	arrival,	a	portent	of	a	
generation	of	involvement.	I	met	many	of	you	that	summer.	Roger’s	spirit	now	joins	the	Island’s	
many	winds.	
	Ahhh.	
	
Paul	Carr	
Being	a	physicist	like	myself,	Roger	Gillette	and	I	had	many	stimulating	conversations	at	our	Star	
Island	IRAS	conferences.	"Now	he	knows	even	has	he	has	been	known."	I	Cor	13.		
With	fond	memories,	
	
Joan	Hunter-Brody	
I	remember	him	well.	What	a	lovely	gentleman.	
	
Jennifer	Whitten	
Roger	Gillette	was	one	of	the	sweetest	people	I	have	ever	met	at	IRAS.	A	couple	of	years	ago,	I	
think,	we	ran	a	letter	from	him	to	IRAS	in	the	Beacon--maybe	our	last	year	at	Silver	Bay?			
	
Karl	Peters	
I	have	fond	memories	of	Roger	and	his	Star	Island	roommate	for	many	years,	George	Brooks.		
Roger,	a	physicist,	and	George	a	Unitarian-Universalist	minister	had	different	ways	of	
approaching	religion	and	science,	but	together	they	had	a	synergy	that	helped	each	other	
develop	their	ideas.		One	of	the	interesting	personal	items	about	Roger	is	that	he	travelled	by	
bus;	he	often	would	leave	an	IRAS	conference,	go	to	the	Portsmouth	bus	station,	and	take	the	
bus	to	friends	and	relatives	in	New	York	state.	
Roger	published	two	essays	in	Zygon:	Journal	of	Religion	and	Science:	
“A	Religion	for	an	Age	of	Science,”	P.	Roger	Gillette,	June	2002.	
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/0591-2385.00443/full		
“How	Science	Can	Help	Religion	Benefit	Society,”	P.	Roger	Gillette,June	2005.	
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1467-9744.2005.00663.x/full		
	
	
	
	





“A	Religion	and	Ethics	for	the	Age	of	Science:	Religious	Naturalism	(ARFTAOS)”	
Roger	Gillette	

The	Search	Principle	
We	can	develop	a	religion	and	ethics	for	the	current	scientific	age	through	a	free	and	
responsible	search	for	truth	and	meaning.		The	search	for	truth	involves	evidence-based	
scientific	research.	The	search	for	meaning	involves	experience	based	religious	
reconnection.		(The	Latin	word	“religare”	–	“to	reconnect”	–	may	be	taken	to	be	the	root	of	the	
word	“religion”;	the	prefix	“re-“	is	given	the	same	meaning	in	“reconnect”	as	in	”Research”).	
Scientific	Naturalism	
Evidence-based	scientific		research	indicates	that	we	humans	are	an	integral	part	of	an	
interrelated,	interactive,	and	interdependent	web	of	all	that	exist.		We	call	this	emerging	and	
evolving	web	the	cosmos	and	our	scientific	knowledge	of	it	cosmology.	
More	particularly,	we	are	an	integral	part	of	an	interrelated,	interactive,	interdependent	web	of	
all	life.		We	call	this	emerging	and	evolving	web	the	biosphere,	and	our	scientific	knowledge	of	
it	biology.	
An	emerging	and	evolving	information	handling	capability	is	an	important	factor	in	the	
emergence	and	evolving	of	the	biosphere.		This	capability	involves	both	instinctive	and	learned	
capabilities.	
The	biosphere	can	also	exist	only	in	combination	with	an	atmosphere,	and	aquasphere	,	and	a	
terrasphere.		We	call	this	combination	an	ecosphere,	and	our	scientific	knowledge	of	it	
ecology.		Our	ecosphere	is	a	hollow	shell	extending	from	some	distance	below	the	surface	of	
the	earth	to	a	greater	distance	above.			We	know	of	no	other.	
This	ecosphere	is	also	often	called	the	natural	world	or	nature,	and	those	who	study	it	
naturalists.	
Religious	Naturalism	
Religious	beliefs	normally	call	for	the	extension	of	respect,	honor	and	love	to	one’s	family	and	
community.		Religious	Naturalism	calls	for	their	further	extension	to	biosphere	and	ecosphere.	
Religious	Ethics	
Modern	science	and	technology	have	been	seriously	affecting	the	health	of	anthroposphere	
and	ecosphere.		Religious	naturalistic	ethics	holds	the	human	species	responsible	for	optimizing	
the	net	effect	of	their	behavior	on	the	wellbeing	and	progress	of	the	ecosphere.	
P.	Roger	Gillette	
July	7,	2014	
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